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British Pest Control Association Code of Best Practice for Wildlife Management

A BPCA Code of Best Practice is a 
set of written rules which explains 
how people working in our industry 
should behave in a particular 
situation. It encompasses relevant 
legislation but is not the law in itself. 

However, were a member to act 
outside of the norms outlined in 
the COBP, they may be subject to 
disciplinary action or be in breach 
of legislation. Members must 
abide by Codes of Best Practice 

in their day-to-day work. Failure 
to do so may result in disciplinary 
action up to and including 
dismissal from the Association.
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Wildlife Management is usually 
defined as management of the 
larger group of pest species, 
such as rabbits, foxes and deer. 

This can be a highly emotive 
subject with many risks and pitfalls 
and, as such, we recommend 
that only fully competent and, 
where practical, experienced pest 
controllers undertake this work. 

Pest controllers must ensure that their 
control measures are legal, humane 
and are carried out with sensitivity.

Legislation

Wildlife and Countryside 
Act 1981, (England, Wales 
and Scotland) and Wildlife 
(Northern Ireland) order 1985 
It is illegal if any person:

 � “Sets in position a trap calculated 
to cause bodily injury to any 
wild animal in schedule 6” 

 � “Intentionally (or recklessly) 
kills, injures or takes any wild 
animal included in Schedule 5”.

 � Subject to the provisions of 
this Part 1.14, if any person 
releases or allows to escape 
into the wild any animal which:

(a) is of a kind which is not 
ordinarily resident in and is 
not a regular visitor to Great 
Britain in a wild state; He shall 
be guilty of an offence. 

This includes grey squirrel. The 
capture and trapping of Edible 
Dormouse (Glis glis) must be 
done under the terms of a 
Class License WML-CL02. 

This is available from Natural England, 
please refer to the link. gov.uk/
government/publications/edible-
dormice-licence-to-trap-them
 
Wild Mammals (Protection) Act 1996
It is illegal to; “mutilate, kick, beat, 
nail, impale, stab, burn, stone, 
crush, drag, drown or asphyxiate 
any wild mammal with intent to 
inflict unnecessary suffering”

The Deer Act 1991/Deer 
(Scotland) Act 1996
This law required Scottish 
National Heritage to develop 
a code of practice for Deer 
management: www.nature.scot/
professional-advice/land-and-
sea-management/managing-
wildlife/managing-deer/code-
practice-deer-management 

As the management of deer is a 
specialised activity, any pest control 
technician is strongly advised 
to seek advice from local deer 
societies or the forestry authority 
prior to considering any work 
related to the control of deer. 
For STATUTORY OPEN 
SEASONS FOR DEER 
information, see BASC COP. 
basc.org.uk/cop/deer-stalking/

Animal Welfare Act 2006 (England 
and Wales) 
The description of protected 
animal’ in this act covers pest 
control activities in section 2b. 

“An animal is a ‘protected animal’ 
for the purposes of this Act if; it is 
under the control of man whether on 
a permanent or temporary basis”.

Scotland
The welfare of all protected animals is 
provided for under the Animal Health 
and Welfare Scotland (Act) 2006. 

The ‘Act’ places a duty of care on pet 
owners and others responsible for 
animals to ensure that the welfare 
needs of their animals are met.

Northern Ireland
Welfare of Animals Act 
(Northern Ireland)

Game Act and Game 
Licenses Act 1860
Historically there was a requirement 
under the Game Act 1831 (England 
and Wales) and the Game/
Licenses Act 1860 (Scotland) to 
possess a game license in order 
to kill, take or deal in game.
However, this is no longer the 
case and such licenses are no 
longer required in England, Wales, 
Northern Ireland and Scotland*.

*In Scotland a Venison dealer 
license is required from the council 
to buy, sell or trade venison.

Firearms (Amendment) Act 1997 
To make provision in relation to the 
licensing and regulation of pistol 
clubs; to make further provision 

Any pest technician is advised to 
seek advice prior to considering any 
work related to the control of deer.
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for regulating the possession 
of, and transactions relating to, 
firearms and ammunition; and 
for connected purposes.

Pest Act 1954 (England and Wales)
An order has been made under this 
Act declaring the whole of England 
and Wales to be a Rabbit Clearance 
area, in which every occupier of land 
is responsible for destroying wild 
rabbits on their land.  Where it is not 
practical to destroy them steps must 
be taken to prevent damage eg. by 
the erection of rabbit proof fencing.

General considerations 
Before starting any wildlife 
management program, the 
following should take place:

 � Full surveys must be 
completed to establish 
which species is causing the 
damage and to what extent

 � Killing the animals responsible 
is not always the best method 
of control; proofing and habitat 
modification should be explored 
prior to any lethal control 

 � Many animals will have specific 
guidelines on control and/or 
capture, which must be fully 
explored before agreeing 
to undertake any work

 � Specialist knowledge, 
experience and qualification 
may be required

 � All work must be reported 
on for your own and your 
customers’ records

 � Wildlife management can 
be an emotive area of work, 
sensitivity must be considered.

Visit Frequency
The frequency of visits will 
largely depend on the methods 
being used and the pests 
that are being controlled.
The Animal Welfare Act 2006 (Animal 
Health and Welfare (Scotland) 
2006 and Welfare of Animals Act 
(Northern Ireland))place a duty of 
care on the person who sets the 
trap and captures the animal. 

A pest controller will commit an 
offence if “an act of his, or a failure 
of his to act, causes a protected 
animal to suffer unnecessarily”.
The pest controller must ensure that 
any caged animal has access to food, 
water and shelter from the elements. 

Live cage traps should be visited 
on a daily basis, as a minimum, to 
meet the animal’s requirements 
and to allow humane dispatch 
as quickly as possible.

Domestic Animals and Pets
Non–poisonous bait can be used to 
attract pest species into cage traps. 
However, care should be taken to 
avoid attracting domestic animals, 
as injury to a domestic species 
can result in prosecution under 
The Criminal Damage Act 1971.
Where domestic cats can be shown 
to be feral (1st generation born wild) 
live capture trapping followed by 

humane dispatch, preferably by a vet, 
is an appropriate control measure. 

However, cat owners cannot be 
held liable for their animal’s action, 
and every effort should be made 
to determine if the cat is a pet by, 
for example, allowing a vet to check 
for the presence of a microchip.
If you have any concerns, consider 
another method of control.
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Further reading
 � BASC Codes and guidance
 � Spring Trap Approval Orders (STAO)
 � Gov legislation.

The British Pest Control Association 
requires that its members meet 
a range of criteria including strict 
abidance to all of our Codes of Best 
Practice. You can search for our 
members on the BPCA website
bpca.org.uk/find

BPCA makes strenuous efforts to 
ensure the accuracy and current 
relevance of its publications, which 
are intended for use by technically 
competent persons. However, 
this does not remove the need 
for technical and managerial 
judgement in practical situations. 
Nor do they confer any immunity 
or exemption from relevant legal 
requirements, including by-laws.

If you suspect something in this 
document is incorrect or out 
of date, please report it to 
technical@bpca.org.uk 
so we can review it.
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